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IFM Safe Use of Electric Fishing Equipment

 Course Programme
Tutors: Mike Lee (ML) & Paul Coulson (PC)
Please note: times may change throughout the course
Day 1 

08.45
Arrivals & coffee
09.00
Welcome, introductions & course overview PC
09.10
Introduction to monitoring PC
09.50 
Introduction to electric fishing and other sampling methods. PC

11.00
Break
11.15
Electric Fishing Health & Safety, Legislation and the basic theory. ML
12.30
Lunch
13.15 
An Introduction to the electric fishing equipment. ML
15.00  Break
15.15
Backpacks. Kit, set up and application. PC
16.30
Recap and questions. ML+PC
Please note: We recommend revising day 1 for the exam in advance
Day 2
08.45
Arrivals & coffee
09.00
Recap and other equipment, including personal protective equipment. PC
10.15
Break
10.30
How to conduct yourself in the field and some advance techniques – Hints, tips and other questions. ML
11.30
Prepare for field work (techniques & methodologies) ML & PC
12.15  Recap & exam
13.15
Lunch (packed ready for field work)
13.30 
Field survey, gear assembly and fish sampling 

16.00
Estimated finish, summary & departure ML & PC
Course Notes & information
Risk assessments

The course involves field work and our experienced tutors will complete a field risk assessment on the day to acknowledge local conditions for your safety, you will also learn about creating risk assessments for field surveys.
Field work
Depending on the weather conditions at the time our tutors and river guide will decide where is best for your field work to take place. We have a range of venues to suit the conditions. Please note that in extreme weather conditions the practical element may not be possible. If this does occur the IFM will make suitable arrangements to complete this part of the course at a later date. 
What to bring

· It is worth bringing your own waders (if you have them), there will be some spares for those that don’t but we can’t guarantee a good fit! 
· Come prepared for outdoor and classroom work with comfortable clothes and waterproofs.
· You should also bring your own lifejacket if possible. 
· As part of your course pack you will have copies of the presentations but we would recommend you also bring along a notepad and pen to make your own notes.
Examination

At the end of the course there will be a short exam to make sure everyone is confident in the practice of electric fishing; don’t worry we will make sure you are all ready for this in good time. If you have any problems with exams or note taking please let us know as we can arrange alternative assessments for you. 
The follow up

After the course has finished the IFM will issue each of you with a certificate of completion for your own records, we would also welcome any feedback as we value your input in developing fisheries management training in the future.
If there are any queries on this course or the IFM in general, please contact:

Paul Coulson MIFM, MIfL
IFM Director of Operations
07960 939836
08453 887012
paul.coulson@ifm.org.uk
