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Background

With 1600 members, Windermere, Ambleside and District Angling Association (WADAA) Ltd is the largest angling club ir
the Lake District and one of the largest in the UK.

The club employs 2 paid staff members (1 x full and 1 x part time) and since 2018 has embarked on a significant
programme of enhancements acrossall of its venues. This has resulted in a large rise in membership and participation ar
as a result, the club has been able to plough the increased revenue back into further enhancements and improvements.
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agencies (Environment Agency and Angling Trust), UK businesses (United Utilities) and many other interested bodies.

As a result, well over £1m has been invested, with around a half of that being raised from external sources.
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Wherever possible, the club shares this knowledge with other interested bodies, both to help them on their journey and t
prevent them making the many hundreds of mistakes that we have!!!!



Venues

The club manages around 20 different venues, which are both owned by the club and leased from private landlords and
large commercial organisations.

N6 1IJt Jw21I302 13+ Wel Wl YenNsd! W GiRqWPMaPMWRUWqUI! GF WYnNnWNe G 1J
qYNWqd6 !l We GGl Y¢HGOK WaVYWRat WY 2131 ¢ Gpiidtitise 1ChspBdilal i spoft tverlanotRédr. g R
Whilst it is accepted that some venues and approaches are more commercially advantageous than others, management
effort and priority is focused across the whole portfolio.

The club setsout to achieve the best venues, with the best stock, in the best environments, with the best facilitigst is
not all focused on catching big fish!! This is very important when we start to look at our management techniques.

The venues vary widely from huge, natural lakes of the Lake District, through to old estate lakesgeavel workings, utility
reservoirs and purposedug ponds.

Each venue requires a different and considered approacim order tomaximiseRq kKt WUGY qJUqR¢ G 1O
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Venue Management

Aquatic environments are extremely complex and fragile. Slight shifts in dominating features can produce extreme
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implications before interventions are undertaken.

Case Studyt RatherheathTarn, Kendal




In 2018, the tarn was virtually derelict:

A Invasive Canadian Pond Weed

A Otter predation

A Cormorant and Goosander Predation
A Water Level Loss

A Crumbling Infrastructure

A End of Lease
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Fully documented, supported and detailed plan.
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Fishery Plan Ratherheath Tarn
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Confirmation of Landlord Project Support

From: Holly Wybergh <ivybersh@edwin 1
Sent: 06 January 2026 11:10

To:
[

tons.co.uk
Subject: RE: Ratherheath Tarn - Lease - subject to contract - without prejuice

Good afternoon

I can confirm that we are happy for you to exercising your rights in the lease 10 extend the period to 31* December 2029,
We also confirm we will agree an additional exteasion to 2035,

Many thanks

Holly Wybergh

Rural Surveyor — MRICS, FAAV & RICS Registered Valuer

CRN - 1104646528

T: 01228 548385

M: 07718 208711

E: hwybergh@edwin-thompson.co uk

FIFTEEN Rosehill, Montgomery Way, Caglisle, Cumbria CA1 2RW

Facebook | TikTok | Linkedin | Instagram | Website

Edwin
Thompson

@000

Our ref: DW/Ratherheath 01
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21 March 2021

- Butterficld,
C/O Windermere & District Angling Association

Dear Nick,

RE: RATHERHEATH TARN

1 am writing in support of the work you arc undertaking at Ratherheath Tam, Kendal. I've
had the pleasure of working with you, advising in relation to fishery management over the
last 2 years where we've consiered topics such as water quality, habitat, predation, angling
facilities and fish stocking. Follwing our discussions, I'm delighted to sce the
implementation of this. From fish refuges, ofter fencing and cormorant prevention measure to
new angling platforms and footpaths as well as toiket facilities, they have colkctively created
excellent angling facilitics for your members as well as improved habitat and refuge arcas to
help with avian predators to protect your fish stocks. The perimeter otter fence i up to the
standards required to prevent otters from entering the site keeping your larger Carp safe from
predation. Prior to the otter fence being installed, there was clear evidence of otter predation
with a number of carcasses found showing typical otter strikes. Large carp are costly to
replace and may result in anglers not rencwing memberships, reducing clib revenue and the
ability to replace fish as well as impacting on the chibs ability to maintain and devekop the
fishery to the current high standards. Since installing the fence, there’s been no further
evidence of otter strikes. All these measures are vitally important, collectively to ensure your
investment, both financially and in time keep your fishery is excellent condition and a safe
haven for your members. 1 am in full support of your project and congratulate you on the high
standard to which cach aspect of fishery management and development has been delivered.
WADAA are a good example of what can be achieved and your waters are highly regarded.

If 1 can be of any further assistance or you wish to discuss any aspect of fishery management,
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Yours faithfully

D, o

DARREN WILSON
Fisheries Officer
Email: darren. wilson@cnvironment-agency. gov.uk
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Disabled Access/Paths
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Disabled and Easy Access Parking/Additional Car Park

Disabled Priority
Parking
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Margin Planting




Stocking




Construction of easy access fishing

1000mm wide Margin planting
path for for habitat
o wheelchair improvement
Existing stone wall access

Otter fence

Level path and
platform construction

Extra width
platforms

Platform
safe edge
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