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Background

With 1600 members, Windermere, Ambleside and District Angling Association (WADAA) Ltd is the largest angling club in 
the Lake District and one of the largest in the UK.

The club employs 2 paid staff members (1 x full and 1 x part time) and since 2018 has embarked on a significant 
programme of enhancements across all of its venues. This has resulted in a large rise in membership and participation and 
as a result, the club has been able to plough the increased revenue back into further enhancements and improvements.

ÑőŔƚШƨƓƽċƖĬШĦǃĦũĲШыћĤƨŔũĬ-ŔƣШċŰĬШƣőĲǃШƽŔũũШĦŸůĲќьШċƓƓƖŸċĦőШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШƨŰĬĲƖƣċťĲŰШŔŰШĦŸũũċĤŸƖċƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШůċŢŸƖШũŔŰťĲĬШ
agencies (Environment Agency and Angling Trust), UK businesses (United Utilities) and  many other interested bodies.

As a result, well over £1m has been invested, with around a half of that being raised from external sources.

?ƨƖŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШƣŔůĲЯШƣőĲШĦũƨĤШőċƚШũĲċƖŰĲĬШċШőƨŊĲШċůŸƨŰƣШċŰĬШĤĲĦŸůĲШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔǍĲĬШċƚШћĲǂƓĲƖƣƚќШŔŰШƚŸůĲШċƖĲċƚШŸŉШċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃЮШ
Wherever possible, the club shares this knowledge with other interested bodies, both to help them on their journey and to 
prevent them making the many hundreds of mistakes that we have!!!!



Venues

The club manages around 20 different venues, which are both owned by the club and leased from private landlords and 
large commercial organisations.

ÑőĲƚĲШƻĲŰƨĲƚШċƖĲШƖŸƨŊőũǃШƚƓũŔƣШΡΜаΡΜШŔŰШƣĲƖůƚШŸŉШŊċůĲШċŰĬШĦŸċƖƚĲШŉŔƚőŔŰŊШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦũƨĤШőċĬШċĬŸƓƣĲĬШċШĬĲũŔĤĲƖċƣĲШћƚƣƖŸŰŊĲƖШ
ƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШċƓƓƖŸċĦőќШƣŸШŔƣƚШŸƻĲƖċũũШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣЯШƖĲƚŔƚƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШƣĲůƓƣċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШprioritise 1 aspect of the sport over another. 
Whilst it is accepted that some venues and approaches are more commercially advantageous than others, management 
effort and priority is focused across the whole portfolio.

The club sets-out to achieve the best venues, with the best stock, in the best environments, with the best facilities т it is 
not all focused on catching big fish!! This is very important when we start to look at our management techniques.

The venues vary widely from huge, natural lakes of the Lake District, through to old estate lakes, ex-gravel workings, utility 
reservoirs and purpose-dug ponds.

Each venue requires a different and considered approach in order to maximise ŔƣќƚШƓŸƣĲŰƣŔċũЮ



Skelsmergh Tarn Farletonview



Venue Management

Aquatic environments are extremely complex and fragile. Slight shifts in dominating features can produce extreme 
reactions т ƣőĲƖĲШċƖĲШůċŰǃШћũċƽƚШŸŉШƨŰŔŰƣĲŰĬĲĬШĦŸŰƚĲƕƨĲŰĦĲƚќШċŰĬШŔƣШŔƚШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƣŸШƣőŔŰťШĦċƖĲŉƨũũǃШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШĤƖŸċĬĲƚƣШ
implications before interventions are undertaken.

Case Study т Ratherheath Tarn, Kendal



In 2018, the tarn was virtually derelict:

Å Invasive Canadian Pond Weed
Å Otter predation
Å Cormorant and Goosander Predation
ÅWater Level Loss
Å Crumbling Infrastructure
Å End of Lease



Cycle of Destruction
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Fully documented, supported and detailed plan.

Agency Support Academic Best-Practice



Disabled Access/Paths



Disabled and Easy Access Pegging



Disabled and Easy Access Parking/Additional Car Park



Disabled and Easy Access Eco Loo



Margin Planting



Stocking
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Floating island fish refuge
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