
 
 

Job Description: Fisheries Specialist – August 2026 
 

Fisheries Specialist 
 

Reports to: Head of Development: Water, Land and Catchments 

Responsible for: 

Providing specialist fisheries ecology and management 
expertise to support the development and delivery of river 
restoration and fish passage projects, with an initial focus on 
progressing the Stour fish passage roadmap and improving 
connectivity. 

Location: 

Hybrid working, predominantly at home, with on-site working 
across the SERT area with a focus in the Stour catchment 
(Kent) initially. In addition, there is an expectation to spend a 
minimum of two days a month in our office based in 
Leatherhead.  

 
 
The role 
 
We are seeking a proactive and technically skilled Fisheries Specialist to play a central 
role in progressing the Stour fish passage roadmap - working towards the goal of 
opening the catchment for multi-species fish passage. The Stour has an important fish 
population, including a range of cyprinid species, salmonid fish including a genetically 
distinct Sea Trout population and other migratory fish species including Sea Lamprey 
and Eel. Prior experience relating to both migratory and non-migratory fish species 
would be advantageous. 
 
You will support the design, planning and delivery of river restoration and 
enhancement projects, using monitoring and evidence to inform interventions that 
improve connectivity and habitat for fish populations, with a particular focus on barriers 
to migration across the Stour catchment (Kent). 
 
Working as part of a multidisciplinary team, you will lead and deliver fish surveys and 
monitoring programmes to establish the current status of fish populations in the Stour. 
This will include identifying monitoring programmes, gathering, analysing and 
interpreting data to identify existing bottlenecks and appropriate interventions to 
successfully address these.  Working with the Restoring Rivers and Catchments team, 
you will contribute to the design and planning of river restoration schemes. You will 
work closely with colleagues, partners and stakeholders to ensure projects are 
evidence-led, deliverable, and maximise ecological impact. 
 
Alongside this Stour-focused work (approximately 50% of your time), you will act as 
the SERT’s fisheries ecology and management specialist, providing technical leadership 
and support to colleagues and partners to inform project development, prioritisation 
and delivery across our wider operational area. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to shape a flagship programme of work while also 
building organisational capability and impact in fish passage and river restoration. 
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Key duties and responsibilities  
1. Fish ecology, monitoring and evidence 

• Lead and deliver fish surveys and monitoring programmes (e.g. electrofishing, 
habitat assessments), with a primary focus on the Stour catchment and 
application across the SERT area where appropriate, ensuring high-quality data 
collection. 

• Identify, gather, analyse and interpret ecological data to inform project 
prioritisation. 

• Develop and maintain monitoring frameworks, datasets and reporting outputs to 
support organisational evidence and decision-making. 
 

2. Stour fish passage 

• Work collaboratively with colleagues to progress the Stour Roadmap, identifying 
and prioritising barriers to fish movement. 

• Work with partners, including landholders, angling interests and regulators, to co-
develop and deliver fish passage and river restoration projects to benefit fish 
within the Stour catchment  

• Play an active role in the East Kent Catchment Improvement Partnership (EKCIP), 
working with the Senior Catchment Officer (Stour) and co-hosts Kentish Stour 
Catchment Partnership (KSCP) to support coordinated, catchment-scale delivery. 

• Provide technical input into the feasibility, design and delivery of fish passage and 
river restoration projects. 

• Support the development of business cases and funding proposals aligned with 
catchment priorities, helping to shape a pipeline of deliverable and investable 
projects. 

 
3. Partnership working and catchment delivery 

• Act as the Trust’s fisheries ecology and management specialist, providing 
technical leadership and support to colleagues and partners across SERT to 
inform project development, prioritisation and delivery. 

• Liaise with stakeholders including landholders, angling interests and regulators.  
• Contribute to strengthening collaborative approaches that align partner activity 

with shared catchment objectives and maximise impact. 
 

4. General Responsibilities 

• Ensure all fieldwork and project delivery is undertaken in accordance with health 
and safety requirements and best practice. 

• Contribute to risk assessments and safe systems of work. 
• Undertake other duties appropriate to the role and support wider organisational 

priorities as required. 
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Person Specification  
 
Requirements Essential Desirable 

Training & Experience 

Educated to at least degree level in a relevant field or 
equivalent relevant work experience.   
Demonstrable experience delivering freshwater and/or 
catchment restoration projects.   
Experience applying standard fish survey and monitoring 
techniques (e.g. electrofishing, eDNA, fish habitat surveys).   
Demonstrable experience of engaging and collaborating with a 
range of stakeholders, including regulators (e.g. Environment 
Agency), angling interests, landholders and local 
communities. 

  

Demonstrable experience of successful project management 
including budgets, milestones and reporting.   
Experience of designing of fish passes and easements.   
Experience supporting the development of business cases and 
funding proposals for environmental or restoration projects.   
Experience working within a project-funded organization or 
NGO environment.   
Knowledge & Understanding 
Strong understanding of freshwater ecology, including fish 
populations and river habitats.   
Ability to identify UK fish species (juvenile and adult), 
understanding of their life cycles, habitat requirements, 
pressures. 

  
Experience applying barrier assessment methodologies (e.g. 
SNIFFER) to assess fish passage and river connectivity.   
A working understanding of the different types of fish passes 
and easements that are available.   
Good understanding of river restoration techniques and how 
to plan and prioritise work at a catchment (whole river 
system) scale. 

  
A good awareness of health and safety requirements for field-
based work.   
Knowledge of relevant policy, regulatory frameworks and 
delivery drivers including an understanding of the role of 
regulators and water companies in driving river restoration 
and fish passage improvements. 

  

Skills & Personal Attributes 

Strong analytical and problem-solving skills, including the 
ability to analyse and interpret fish survey and ecological 
data, to inform decision-making and practical delivery. 

  
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Highly organised, with the ability to manage competing 
priorities and deliver high-quality outputs.   
Strong communication and interpersonal skills, with the ability 
to build effective working relationships and convey technical 
information clearly. 

  
Self-motivated and proactive, able to work both 
independently and as part of a multidisciplinary team.   
Practical and adaptable, with a willingness to work outdoors in 
variable conditions.   
GIS skills (e.g. QGIS, ArcGIS) and/or experience with data 
visualisation and mapping tools.   
Miscellaneous 

Commitment to equality of opportunity.   

Full UK driving licence and vehicle which can be used for work 
purposes.   

Right to work in the UK.   

Ability to work occasional evenings and weekend if required.   
Suitable, safe home working environment.   
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