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PROGRAMME 
 

Tuesday 14th October  09:45 – 17:15 
 

Opening Session 

Session Chair: Paul Coulson, IFM 
 

 
09:45 

 
Paul Coulson 
IFM 

 
Welcome from the Institute  

 
10:00 

The John Gregory Memorial Lecture 
 

Presented by Shaun Leonard 

Wild Trout Trust 

 
 

10:40 
Break 

Session 1. Conservation and restoration for species recovery 

Session Chair: Paul Coulson, IFM 
 

 
11:10 

Reagan Pearce 
University College 
London 

Bringing back the burbot (Lota lota, L.): habitat, 
thermal, and hydrological suitability of a candidate 
English reintroduction site 

 
11:30 

Alex Scorey 
Natural Resources Wales 

Conserving fish habitats in Welsh marine waters 

 
11:50 

Edward Noyes 
Bournemouth University  

Atlantic salmon Salmo salar smolt emigration: 
annual differences in passage rates and timings in 
the highly fragmented River Teme and Severn 
catchment, western Britain. 
 

 
12:10 

 

James Smith 
AECOM  

Assessing fish assemblages in Tatton Meres SSSI 
– a case study of a SSSI in ‘Unfavourable’ condition 
 

12.30  Panel Q&A 
 

 
12:40 

 
LUNCH 

 
 
 
 
  



	

 

 

 
Session 2. Putting the data into action  

 
Session Chair:  

 
 

13:40 
Maria Mercedes Lopez 
Bangor University  

Exploring Bio-Physical Factors Behind Fisheries 
Species Variation in UK Saltmarshes 

 
14:00 

Alex Farquha 
Angling Trust 

From Citizen Science to Data-Driven Campaigns: 
Lessons from the Angling Trust’s Water Quality 
Monitoring Network 

 
14:20 

Will Davison 
Fishtek 

Monitoring, mapping and citizen science: The use of 
emerging AI technology for accurate and cost-
effective fisheries video monitoring  

 
14:40 

Rob Harris 
Clubmate 

The evolving role of technology in modern fishery 
management 

 
15:00 

  
Panel Q&A 

 
15:10 

 
Break 

 

Session 3. Working together: The importance of collaboration in 
fisheries conservation 

Session Chair:  
 

 
15:40 

Gail Davies-Walsh & 
Ben Wilson 
Afonydd Cymru and 
NRW 

Co-design for National Salmon and Seatrout plans 
of Action 

 
16:00 

Andrew Hurst 
Lune Rivers Trust  

Mapping Sea trout habitats 

16:20 Gary Whelan 
American Fisheries 
Society 

The National Fish Habitat Partnership—A unique 
path to conserving fish habitat 

16:40 
 

Tom Grayling 
Five Rivers 

How Do You Eat an Elephant? 

 
17:00  

  
Panel Q&A 

17:15  
Close of Day 1  

 



	

 

 

 

 
Kindly sponsored by  

 

19:30 56th Annual Dinner and Awards 
 

The Granary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 

 

Wednesday 15th October  9:00 – 15:30  
 

Session 4. The evolving role of monitoring in UK Fisheries Management 
 

Session Chair:  

 
09:00 

Neil Lewin 

Environment Agency 

Beyond the Net: Insights from the Environment 
Agency’s fish monitoring programme in a changing 
climate 

 
09:30 

Randy Velterop 
Natural England 

Acoustic tracking of salmonids, elasmobranchs, twaite 
shad within the Bristol Channel, UK Fish Acoustic 
Telemetry Network 

 
09:50 

Jim Lyons 
Environment Agency 

Deep lake monitoring using hydroacoustic 
methods to quantitatively assess native rare fish 
species of high conservation value. 

 
10:10 

Hannah Parvin 
Westcountry Rivers Trust 

The River Teign: A Catchment Overview 

 
10:30 

 

 Panel Q&A 

10:40 Break 
 

Session 5. Habitat engineering 
Session Chair:  

 
 

11:10 
Martin van 
Nieuwenhuijzen 
Aquatic Control 
Engineering 

Reconnecting Aquatic Ecosystems: Practical 
Engineering for Fish Passage and Biodiversity 
Protection 

 
11:30 

Carys Hutton 
JBA Consulting 

Mitford Dam: The abundance of White-clawed 
Crayfish in a specially designed culvert 

 
11:50 

Paul Gratton 
Fishtek 

Urban Connectivity: Modelling Fish Passage in 
Modified Rivers 
 

 
12:10 

Ian Spraggon 
Hidrostal Bedford Pumps  

Engineering for Ecology: Fish-Friendly Pumping 
Solutions for Sustainable Water Management 

 
12:30 

  
Panel Q&A 

12:40 Lunch 
 



	

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 6.   	  Policy, governance and practice   
 

Session Chair:   
 

 
13:40 

Hannah Rudd 
Angling Trust 

Beyond the Science: Lessons from Pollack Politics 

 
14:00 

Roger Handford  
Environment Agency 

Reinvesting Rod Licence Income for the Benefit of 
Fish and Fisheries 

 
14:20 

Steven Axford 
IFM 

Fisheries management – adapting to change 
 

 
14:40 

Gordon Watson 
University of Portsmouth 

Manila clams (Ruditapes philipinarum): a high 
performing blue sustainable food ready for expansion 
across the UK and Europe? 

15:00 Chris Vaughan  Driving Forces of Conservation 
 

 
15:20 

  
Panel Q&A 

 
 

15:30 
 

CLOSE 


