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The Institute of Fisheries Management welcomes this consultation and strongly endorses the 

need for both environmental principles and for a new environmental body. 

Within our response, we highlight a number of key environmental principles which we 

believe should be enshrined in law.  Public authorities should have strong statutory duties to 

deliver them. 

We also support the creation of a new independent environmental body to compensate for the 

loss of the European Commission and Court of Justice of the European Union which have 

acted as our custodians of environmental laws.  Such a body must be truly independent of 

Government by being answerable to Parliament and adequately and independently resourced. 

The primary purpose of this new body should be to ensure adherence by Government, all its 

relevant Departments, and public bodies to all extant and future environmental legislation.  In 

addition, the new body should: 

- Be able to receive and investigate complaints including from the public 

- Scrutinise the funding and effectiveness of the key environmental regulatory bodies 

- Provide a strategic high level overview of the relationship between planning and 

environment 

- Audit key environmental policies such as the 25 Year Environment Plan. 

Lastly, the IFM would like to see this new body’s remit apply to the whole of the UK and to 

ensure effective working across both natural and national boundaries.  In our response, we 

highlight the current separate and incongruent management of our freshwater and marine 

fisheries which fails to take account of migratory species.  The new body could have the role 

of ensuring better integration between the bodies responsible as well as oversight of the 

management of our fish stocks across the four nations of the UK. 
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common interest in the modern management of recreational and commercial fisheries. 
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